
About Small Cell 
Lung Cancer (SCLC)

In the U.S. 

of lung cancers are small cell1 

SCLC is a disease where cancerous cells form in the tissues of the 
lung.2 It typically grows and spreads faster than non-small cell lung 
cancer.3 Lung cancer mainly occurs in older people, and the average 
age at diagnosis is about 70.4 

13%

~30,000
new cases of SCLC recorded in the U.S. each year1

SCLC Staging
Depending on the stage at 
diagnosis, patients may 
benefit from more 
aggressive treatment.6

Limited: Limited stage means that the cancer is only in one part of the 
chest and radiation therapy could be a treatment option. About 1 out of 3 
people with SCLC have limited stage disease when first diagnosed.

Extensive: Extensive stage is used to describe SCLC that has 
spread to parts of the body such as the other lung, bone, brain, or bone 
marrow. When cancer spreads to other parts of the body like this, it is also 
known as metastatic SCLC. Many doctors consider SCLC that has spread to 
the fluid around the lung to be extensive stage as well. About 2 out of 3 people 
with SCLC have extensive disease when the cancer is first found. 

SCLC can sometimes progress following first-line therapies.7 It is 
important to have a conversation with your doctor to determine what 
treatment options are the best choice for you.

of people with SCLC will have cancer that has already 
spread at the time of diagnosis.3 

~70%

SCLC is the most aggressive form of lung cancer. It usually 
starts in the breathing tubes (bronchi) in the center of the chest. 
Although the cancer cells are small, they grow very quickly and 
create large tumors. These tumors often spread rapidly 
(metastasize) to other parts of the body, including the brain, 
liver, and bone.5 

OTHER SITES OF METASTASIS

METASTATIC 
TUMOR

PRIMARY 
TUMOR

OTHER SITES OF METASTASIS

References: 
American Cancer Society. Cancer Facts & Figures 2020. Atlanta: American Cancer Society; 2020. https://www.cancer.org/content/dam/cancer-org/research/can-
cer-facts-and-statistics/annual-cancer-facts-and-figures/2020/cancer-facts-and-figures-2020.pdf. Accessed April 8, 2020.
National Cancer Institute. Small Cell Lung Cancer Treatment (PDQ)-Patient Version. https://www.cancer.gov/types/lung/patient/small-cell-lung-treatment-pdq#_50. Updated May 21, 2020. 
Accessed June 8, 2020.
American Cancer Society. What is Lung Cancer. https://www.cancer.org/cancer/lung-cancer/about/what-is.html. Updated October 1, 2019. Accessed April 24, 2020.
American Cancer Society. Key Statistics for Lung Cancer. https://www.cancer.org/cancer/lung-cancer/about/key-statistics.html. Accessed April 28, 2020.
U.S. National Library of Medicine. Medical Encyclopedia: Lung Cancer – Small Cell. https://medlineplus.gov/ency/article/000122.htm. Updated June 2, 2020. Accessed June 8, 2020
American Cancer Society. Small cell lung cancer stages. https://www.cancer.org/cancer/lung-cancer/detection-diagnosis-staging/staging-sclc.html. Updated October 1, 2019. 
Accessed April 9, 2020.
Cancer Therapy Advisor. Small cell lung cancer. 2017. https://www.cancertherapyadvisor.com/home/decision-support-in-medicine/oncology/small-cell-lung-cancer-4/. Accessed May 28, 2020

https://www.cancer.org/content/dam/cancer-org/research/cancer-facts-and-statistics/annual-cancer-facts-and-figures/2020/cancer-facts-and-figures-2020.pdf



